Chasing the blues

Too. and without minimizing Ike Turner's failures as a man
and husband, she shows yet again that nuanced sense of how art
intersects with life's dark side. Referring to Laurence Fishburne's
portrayal of Ike in the film What's Love Got to Do With It?, she
muses on the truth behind the fictional portrait, noting, "Ike was
not always or entirely a villain" and that when he told Tina to
"sing it deeper, rougher, deeper, rougher" in the studio, "he
pulled that voice and that music out of her, smashing to bits any
last shyness or sense of propriety she might have had."
In this sense, Blakely says she's reminded of Sam Phillips'
saying that he might not be the greatest producer in the world,
but he could work with a person for a short time and tell exactly
what was holding them back, "could work with the artist to break
to pieces that repressive force, whatever it was," an example
being Elvis's breakout performance
on "That's All Right
(Mama)." ("Somehow I don't think Jerry Lee Lewis required so
much encouragement," quips the poet.)

Blakely's marriage to Stanley Booth is at the opposite end of the
ballroom where Ike and Tina did their dancing, though it's not
without its thrills. If you can't stalk the Rolling Stones, apparently
you can stalk the man who wrote about them better than anyone
else. "We're occasionally plagued by weird callers and young
groupies who show up on the doorstep and stay and stay and
stay," says Blakely. "More than once, we've made the mistake of
nearly adopting them, and always with disastrous results."
Maybe that's because Booth wields a mean skillet. He's a
fabulous chef with a vast collection of cookbooks, while "I literally cannot boil an egg properly," Blakely says. On the other
hand, "through living with Stanley, I've also learned how sexist I
am. How can he possibly not know how to fix a leak under
the sink?"
At the moment, Blakely is working on her fourth poetry collection, Rain at Our Door, which is about the life and music of
Robert Johnson. She has traveled extensively in the Mississippi
Delta to do research and has a vial on her dresser containing dirt
from the various crossroads where Johnson is supposed to have
made his pact with the devil and roads near the various places at
which he is said to be buried-"with
a pinch of Faulkner's driveway mixed in," she adds.
While on the road, Blakely occasionally found herself in
places where she shouldn't be. "Never have I felt so female, so
small, so skinny, so protectionless,
so unwelcome, and so
warned," she says. Crack sales rival the catfish industry in some
parts of Mississippi these days, and when you're chasing the
blues, occasionally you end up where you're not wanted.
But those are the places the music comes from, and the
poetry, too. gM

's HOT IN HfRf TOUR
Nov 3 - WVIA RADIO - Pittston, PA
Nov 11 - The living Room - New York, NY
Nov 21 - Godfrey Daniels, Bethlehem, PA
Nov 22 - landhaven, Barto, PA
Nov 23 - Jeremiah's @ the Bull Frog - Williamsport, PA
Dec 5 - Bradfordville Blues CluD - Bradfordville, Fl
Dec 6 - The Keys - Montgomery, Al
Dec 12 -little Carnegie ofthe South - Macon, GA
Dec 20 - The Rookery - Macon, Georgia
Dec 31 - The Genetti Hotel- Williamsport, PA
Jan 24, 2009 - The legendary Rhythm & Blues Cruise
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